Critical Reviews 


William J. Lictenwanger, Head Reference Librarian, Music Division, U.S. Library of Congress, 

Editor of the author’s first text publication preceding “The Industrial Revolution - Lost in Antiquity - 
Found in the Renaissance” 

I found your [dissertation] very interesting, and on a subject I’ve never known much about—subjects, 
I should say, technology and the hydraulis. I’ve copy-edited your work. I’m very glad to have it, 
especially about his topic is one I’ve known very little about. 

William Lictenwanger, 30 June 1992 

Professor Angela Bellia, National Research Council, 

Institute for Archaeological and Monumental Heritage, November 2019 

I carefully read your great, complete, and very interesting work: it is a fundamental model of 
interdisciplinary research. 

You covered all the most important points of the topic. I think that it is the first time that a similar 
approach is attempted. 

Many congratulations! 

Judith Heseltine, British Academic 
Richmond, England November 2018 

The author has been extremely diligent in his pursuit of the research that establishes the veracity 
of his theories. This work comprehensively links earlier findings with the widely covered aspect 
of more recent history. Professor Johns has achieved his objective. 

Judith Heseltine, British Academic 
Richmond, England November 2018 

Siegfried Jud, Musical Instrument Maker 
Mels, Switzerland September 1991 

Professor Johns’ idea seems very enlightening that the organ could operate by steam. One can 
reach this conclusion according to the available illustrations, which document the massive 
sub structural foundation (for firing a steam boiler). 

The pipes and its special lip formation also lead one to the conclusion that there must have been 
greater pressure on hand than originally assumed because the organ “could be heard from a few 
thousand feet away” according to Vossius. 

To prove and document that something like this, in a practical manner, is interesting and 
important, one can substantiate an unknown phenomenon, which has been neglected for centuries, 
and thus, corrects history from the beginning of the organ and organ playing. 


Rial E. Hamann, Mechanical Engineer, Michigan, USA April 2017 

Having read the text of “The Lost Industrial Revolution”, I find no reason as to why the 
development of steam-powered equipment could not have taken place in the manner claimed 
during the Greek Hellenistic Period. The early history of machine development as well as James 
Watt’s steam engine designs were based on the musical mathematical theory embodied in 
Ctesibius’ Hydraulis (as the author demonstrates), and not on engineering designs based on 
calculus, which was not discovered until the 17 th century and then not applied by Watt. It seems to 
me that modem historians extend credit to that which is “modern” and yet insufficient credit to 
those who have work on the shoulders of others who came (long) before them. Professor Johns 
has done an excellent job in his logical development of history. 



